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means of communication with France, taught Mohammed Ali
what a mighty weapon naval superiority could be in beating
an enemy. And on the battlefield near Rahmanieh on the
Rosetta Branch, where Mohammed Ali had fought side by
side with the English expedition against the French in 1801,
he shrewdly observed what a modern fighting army could do
in comparison with the Turkish militia which he officered.
At the time of General Frazer's expedition in 1807 we saw
how Mohammed Ali, assisted by Drovetti, the French consul,
erected defences and began to adopt less barbarous methods
in dealing with the wounded and the British prisoners. His
mind was evidently already set on organising his forces on
modern lines, and he was simply waiting for an opportune
moment. It came in 1809 when the Sultan, having repeatedly
failed to recover the greater part of Arabia (including the
two sacred cities of Mecca and Medina) from the power of the
Moslem puritan order of the Wahhabis under Ibn Saoud,
charged Mohammed Ali with the task of subduing Arabia.
To accomplish this Mohammed Ali saw the necessity of creat-
ing the nucleus of an army and a navy.

But first of all, so that things would work smoothly,
Mohammed Ali decided that the troublesome and treacherous
Mamelukes should be destroyed as a party. By this time the
Mameluke Beys under Shahin .Bey had ceased to obstruct the
government of Mohammed Ali; they had reconciled them-
selves to their fate, and were living at their ease in Cairo or
across the Nile at Giza and Fayoum on benefices reserved
from Mohammed Ali. But Mohammed Ali feared that they
might again take up arms against him if they knew that his
forces were leaving the country to fight in a far-off and diffi-
cult country like Arabia.

He did not forget that the Porte had planned the destruc-
tion of the Mamelukes immediately after the departure of the
French, and instructed both the Captain Pasha at Alexandria
and the Grand Vizier in Cairo to enveigle the Mamelukes
into paying a visit and then to kill them. The Captain Pasha
at Alexandria actually succeeded in killing several of the
Mameluke chiefs. But at Cairo the plot did not materialise,
thanks to the timely intervention of the British who were
still in the country.